Explanation of Lay Counseling Services:
LAY COUNSELING MINISTRY

The Lay Counselor is a person trained to listen and care for others.  Lay Counselors are paraprofessionals (in other words, we are not licensed paid professional therapists).  As Lay Counselors we are trained in the skills of listening, clarifying, and goal setting.  We offer a response to your personal or family needs based on the Christian understanding of lay counseling training through the American Association of Christian Counselors.

Lay Counseling Agreement Form

As a Counselee, I understand the following:

1. The contact I have with the Lay Counselor(s) is paraprofessional in nature.

2. In some cases, I may be seen by co-counselors.

3. All counseling is confidential between the counselee, lay counselor, and lay counselor supervisor.

4. The duration of counseling is highly individualized.  The counselor will be able to discuss this issue with me after an assessment is completed.  The counselor may elect to discontinue treatment at any time.  This may happen when the counselor feels that no substantial progress is being made or other circumstances are interfering with their ability to assist me.  Should counseling end prematurely, the counselor will assist me to find qualified help elsewhere.  I am invited at any time to ask questions about my counselor, their methods, and/or the direction the counseling is headed.

5. Out of courtesy to my counselor, I will give at least 24 hours prior notice before canceling an appointment.

I HAVE REVIEWED THE ABOVE CONDITIONS WITH MY COUNSELOR(S) AND AGREE TO ABIDE BY THEM.
________________________________________
________________________________________

Counselee Printed Name



Date

________________________________________
________________________________________

Counselee Signature




If under 18, Parent or Guardian

_______________________________________
_
________________________________________
Counselor(s)





Date
See Back Side

Duty to Warn

Information discussed with your counselor will be held in strict confidence.  However, you should be aware that there are some situations, which your counselor may be required by law to report information to authorities without your permission or knowledge.  These situations include, but are not limited to a client’s indication of bodily harm to others, involvement in a felony, suicidal ideations, and evidence or suspicion of child or elder abuse or neglect.  Your counselor may also be required to disclose information in response to a subpoena issued by a court of law.

The Community Church of Columbus Lay Counselors abide by Indiana law which requires incidences of “reasonably suspected child abuse” to be reported.

Prior to informing anyone who should be warned, the counselor(s) will make concerted effort first to share the intention to warn with the counselee.

I HAVE READ THE ABOVE AND UNDERSTAND THE COUNSELOR’S SOCIAL AND ETHICAL RESPONSIBILITY TO WARN WHEN HARMFUL, DANGEROUS, OR CRIMINAL ACTION IS STRONGLY INDICATED.  I FURTHER UNDERSTAND THE COUNSELOR’S LEGAL RESPONSIBILITY TO NOTIFY THE PROPER AUTHORITIES IN CASES OF “REASONABLY SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE.”

________________________________________


Counselee Printed Name

________________________________________
________________________________________

Counselee Signature




Date

________________________________________
________________________________________
Counselor





Date
