Richmond

Plantation

COrdesville

. . ) long the East
153 Acre Historic Plantation A Branch of the

Cooper River, 35
miles from Charleston, sits
Richmond Plantation. This
plantation has long been
an important site in the
history of the low country
region. The Girl Scouts of
Eastern South Carolina
purchased 153 acres of
Richmond in 1963, turning
it into Camp Low Country.
The campos bagu
include the entire historic
center of the property
where architectural,
archeological, and
historical resources
abound.
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Plantation History

ichmond Plantation is a National Historic Landmark consisting of 153
acres on the East Branch of The Cooper River.

The rich history of Richmond Plantation began when Colonel John
Harleston pur chased the | and in 1769. Ri chmondad:
for rice production but its other resources helped increase its prosperity. Upon
John Harl estonds deat h, in 1795, Ri chmond Pl a

his daughter Jane Harleston and her husband, Edward Rutledge. The property
continued in the possession of the Harleston family until the Civil War when it
was sold to another rice planter. Colonel Harleston and some of his descen-
dants are buried in the walled cemetery at Richmond Plantation.

By the early twentieth century, the rice industry in coastal South Carolina was
no longer viable. The plantation passed to various owner until it was
purchased by George A. Ellis in 1927. Ellis like many other wealthy northern-
ers, purchased nonproductive South Carolina plantations and established sea-
sonal homes. Mr. Ellis was one of the principal members of the New York
Stock Exchange and a founder of E. F. Hutton. purchased Richmond and three
adjacent plantation totaling over 4,500 acres. His wife was interested in
hunting, horse breeding and dog breeding.

Because the original house burned around the turn of the century, George Ellis
hired the architectural firm of Clinton and Russell to design several buildings

for his new property. These buildings included a manor house, gate house,
guest house, garage, pump house and a kennel. The Tudor style buildings
were meant to emulate an English country estate with their high pitched late
roofs and broad brick chimney stacks. The buildings feature imported and
domestic salvaged architectural features including bricks purportedly from the

Charleston Theater, mantles, paneling and other detalils.

Construction was completed between 1930 and 1931. Richmond Plantation

became the EIIlisesd winter home and it served
horses, raising dogs and entertaining. A large camellia garden , a boat house ,

stable, and a log cabin were later constructed on the premises. The Harleston -

Rutledge Cemetery and the rice fields were left intact.

The rice fields are clearly defined by the landscape along the riverfront. Two
cypress rice trunks, constructed in 1859, are still visible above the water line.
One of the gates for the rice trunks was donated to the Charleston Museum
and the other to the State museum in Columbia.



1 Located in Cordesville, a Berkeley
County hamlet.

1 Nestled amongst other plantation
within the Cooper River Historic
District, Camp Low Country, as it
iIs know today, is 9 miles east of
Moncks Corner and 17 miles north
of Mount Pleasant.

1 Currently owned by the Girl Scouts
of Eastern South Carolinthis
unique property contains a mix of
modern and historically
significant structures.

1 The property has extensive
frontage on the Cooper River, 34.8
acres of rice fields, and a 2.9 acre
lake.

Although rural, this property is
within reasonable drive time of
goods and services such as grocery
stores, entertainment, medical
services and banks. This property
iIs located 15.7 miles from the
Berkeley County Airport, 35.7
miles from the Charleston
Intentional Airport and
approximately 37 miles to
Downtown Charleston.

For more information contact Summit
Commercial Properties Inc.
843 -884 -7773.
Www.SUmmitCOmmercial Properties.com




Property Improvements
R Richmond Pl antation

The Manor House is the
centerpiece of Camp Low Country. The
approximately 6,900 square foot structure is a
grand 1.5 story Tudor style brick structure with a
slate roof. Many of the rooms are filled with
architectural details brought to the house from
Europe. Other historic structures include 1,230
sf guest house, a 780 sf dog kennel converted into
a one bedroom residence, and two carriage houses
one built to house a generator and well and a
building that original housed many carriages.

Other improvements include

1 Wood Frame boat house which sits at the end
of a channel from the Cooper River.

Dock on the Cooper River

Large in ground concrete Junior Olympic
swimming pool.

1 Several open entertainment or meeting
structures, several bath houses and various
cabins.

The 5,460 square foot barn is constructed of wood
siding and a tin roof contains 16 stalls. The site
features several paddocks, pastures and a riding
rink.

The Girl Scouts of Eastern South Carolina have
improved the property with a 4,325 sf dining

hall, containing a commercial kitchen, several

open air meeting structures complete with

fireplaces and bathrooms, several bath houses, a
caretakerodos house and sever




For more information contact Summit
ommercial Properties 1Inc.
843 -884 -7773.
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PROPERTY DESCRIPTION

The property contains extensive river frontage yith a
private dock, high bluffs, open fields, woods and fassive
live oak trees. Once leaving the pavement, onejtravels

through a gorgeous long leaf pine and hardwoog forest

known as Bonneau Ferry, a state wildlife preserve, down
Three Mile Road , until one reaches the historic avenue
of oaks signaling the entrance to Richmond Plantation.

The stables and pastures give way to the Man ouse,
carriage houses and guest quarters.

The more modern structures include a 1,50 sf

caretakers house, 4,325 sf dining hall equipped with a
commercial kitchen, and numerous cabins, bathj houses
and screen cabins. A concrete pool, boat housq and 15
stall barn, round out the property amenities.

Highland

Lake

Rice Fields

Impoundment

Total Acres The lake, river and rice field impound-

ments provide an excellent water fowl
habitat , and fish and shellfish abound.
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